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New York and Vermont have Climate Superfund laws and many lawsuits in state courts 

seek tens of trillions of dollars in damages they assert can be attributed to fossil fuel carbon 

dioxide and other GHG emissions.1 The New York Climate Superfund law alone seeks $75 

billion in damages. 2 

All these misguided efforts are premised on the theory that fossil fuel carbon 

dioxide and other GHG emissions cause harm. The theory is scientifically invalid. Most 

of the current warming began around the year 1750, well before the concentration of 

carbon dioxide, methane and other greenhouse gases derived from fossil fuels, had 

increased substantially in the atmosphere.  

Greenhouse gases have contributed only a minor part of current warming, most 

likely around 0.3 C or less.   

The use of fossil fuels has eliminated famine, greatly extended human longevity 

and allowed the average citizen from countries with access to fossil fuels to enjoy a 

lifestyle that is healthier and more fulfilling than that of kings in past centuries. The 

increased concentration of atmospheric carbon dioxide has been a huge benefit to 

agriculture and forestry.  

Carbon dioxide emissions have benefited humanity and all life on Earth. 

Greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels have brought no damages, only benefits.  
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